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The Ancient Greeks adored their gods and used them 
to explain and control lots of aspects of their lives. Lots 
of the Greek gods later went on to be adopted by the 
Ancient Romans. These are fi ve of their most important.

GODS OF GREECE
Ancient Greek Gods

The Ancient Greeks considered 
Zeus to be the king of all their 
gods. He was the father of many 
other gods. These included: 
Ares, Athena and Apollo. His 
wife was Hera. 

Zeus had many powers. He had 
the ability to throw lightning 
bolts, mimic other people’s 
voices and shape-shift .

ZEUS

Ares was the Ancient Greek God 
of War. He was a son of Zeus 
and Hera and was infatuated 
with Aphrodite. 

It was thought that Ares loved 
to see people fi ghti ng each 
other. He would ride into ba� le 
in a chariot pulled by fi re-
breathing horses.

ARES

As the Goddess of Wisdom, 
Athena gave her name to the 
city of Athens. 

Athena was also considered to 
play a part in wars. Unlike Ares, 
Athena was more interested in 
tacti cs and strategy. 

The Ancient Greeks believed 
that Athena was responsible for 
inventi ng many useful items. 
Some of her inventi ons included 
the ship, the chariot and the 
rake.

She was also a daughter of Zeus.

ATHENA

Love and beauty were 
signifi cant to the Ancient 
Greeks. They named Aphrodite 
as the goddess of both. She was 
famously the most beauti ful of 
all the goddesses. 

In pictures, she is oft en pictured 
with Eros, the God of Love. 

It was believed that Aphrodite 
could cause people to fall in 
love. Fighti ng couples would 
oft en pray to her to help them 
make up.

APHRODITE

Apollo was the Ancient Greek 
God of the Sun. He was a child 
of Zeus and the protector of the 
city of Delphi. It was rumoured 
that he wore a laurel wreath on 
his head to honour his love for 
Daphne. 

Like all of the most powerful 
Greek gods, Apollo was 
immortal.

It was thought that Apollo 
guided the arrow into Achilles’ 
heel during the Trojan War.

APOLLO
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VOCABULARY FOCUS
1. Find a word of phrase that shows how the Ancient Greeks felt about their gods.

2. Which word tells you that the Romans later took some of the Greek gods as their own?

3. What does the word “infatuated” tell you about Ares’s feelings towards Aphrodite?

4. Find a word or phrase that is close in meaning to “talked about without any evidence”.

5. Copy a phrase that tells you how the Ancient Greeks felt about love.

VIPERS QUESTIONS
R Who was the God of War?

S List the gods or goddesses listed here that were children of Zeus.

S Write down one of Zeus’s powers.

I Why do you think Aphrodite was often represented by a beautiful woman?

I Which god or goddess would have helped the leaders of armies work out how to defeat an 
enemy? Why?



STAGE 4Unit focus: Ancient Greece
Text focus: Information Text (880L)

Famous Ancient Greeks
Ancient Greece was a hotbed of famous people from inventors to philosophers to doctors. Some of 

the most notable are sti ll leaving their mark on life today.

Hippocrates
Hippocrates was a famous Greek doctor. He was one of the fi rst people to noti ce that medicine 

should be a diff erent part of science to philosophy. Additi onally, he was one of the fi rst doctors 

to identi fy lung cancer and heart disease. Doctors today have to pledge to follow the Hippocrati c 

Oath. This was named aft er Hippocrates.

Aristotle
Aristotle was a famous Greek philosopher. He was taught by another philosopher, Plato. Aristotle 

went on to tutor Alexander the Great and devise an enti rely new system of philosophy. He was 

also an avid writer and wrote many poems. Many of his ideas about the world around him were far 

ahead of their ti me. Most weren’t proved to be valid unti l the 19th century. 

Alexander The Great
Nobody knew who Alexander’s father was. He grew up to commit great deeds, so people soon 

believed he was actually the son of Zeus.  He was tutored by Aristotle unti l he was 16 years old 

when he became King of Macedonia. He used the Macedonian and Greek armies to launch a 10-

year campaign. During these wars, he captured large secti ons of Europe and Persia. He died a hero 

aged 33.

Archimedes
Archimedes was a Greek engineer. He was also an inventor, philosopher, astronomer and 

mathemati cian. He allegedly ran down the street naked once aft er he came up with an idea in 

the bath. He also played an essenti al tacti cal role in helping the Greek army defend against the 

Romans. Archimedes was the fi rst person to arrive at the value of Pi. He also invented the formulae 

to calculate the volume of a sphere and a cylinder. 
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Pythagoras
Pythagoras was a prominent mathematician who created 

the formula to calculate the sides of a right-angle triangle. 

Pythagoras was so renowned that on one of his trips he 

was followed by 300 people who worshipped him as the 

god Apollo! Pythagoras was also one of the first people to 

suggest that the Earth orbits around the sun and not the 

other way around. This wasn’t proved until nearly 2000 years 

later!

Homer
The Ancient Greek Homer was an author who wrote the Iliad 

and the Odyssey. These are two of the greatest epic poems 

ever written and have inspired writers throughout history. He 

was the first person to tell the story of Troy and the Trojan 

Horse, as well as the story of Achilles. 

VOCABULARY FOCUS
1. What does the the phrase “hotbed of famous people” tell you about Ancient Greece?

2. Find a word or phrase that means something was correct.

3. What are deeds?

4. Find a word or phrase that tells the reader how important Archimedes was to the army.

5. Which word has been used to describe Pythagoras that means he was famous?

VIPERS QUESTIONS
I Why do you think doctors named the Hippocratic Oath after Hippocrates?

R Who wrote the Iliad and Odyssey?

R Who did his followed think Pythagoras was?

S Why did Aristotle stop tutoring Alexander the Great?

P Which of today’s famous people do you think will still be remembered in 3,000 years? 
Explain why.



STAGE 5Unit focus: Ancient Greek Myths
Text focus: Narrative (920L)

Theseus
Beyond the sea-swept shores of Crete, King Minos ruled with an iron fi st. He was rich beyond 

words, and yet he sti ll desired more. His ships would sail out and att ack other citi es simply to bring 

back their treasures. He had taken prisoner the most wonderful inventor in the whole of Ancient 

Greece - Daedalus. King Minos had instructed the man to design him an impenetrable labyrinth to 

house the minotaur; half-bull and half-man. The labyrinth was the only way to keep him hidden 

from the world. 

On the other side of the sea, the city of Athens was growing weary of King Minos’s att acks. King 

Aegeus struck a deal with King Minos: if Crete stopped att acking, then Athens would send 7 boys 

and 7 girls every 9 years to be eaten by the minotaur. The deal was a terrible one, but King Aegeus 

was desperate. 

For a while, things were good. Crete kept their word and didn’t att ack Athens again. Soon, it 

became ti me for Athens to hold up their part of the deal. Families wept as their children were 

selected for the sacrifi ce, but nothing could be done. Prince Theseus decided that enough was 

enough. He took the place of the seventh boy and set sail on the ship bound for Crete. 

King Minos and his daughter Ariadne greeted the children as soon as they arrived. Ariadne 

immediately fell in love with the handsome prince and decided that she couldn’t bear to see him 

killed by the minotaur. She arranged to meet him in secret later that night.

Theseus managed to sneak out from his chambers and crept to the palace where the princess was 

waiti ng. She begged him to take her with him when he left  Crete, and in exchange, she would help 

him defeat the monster. She slipped him a ball of twine and a heavy sword. 

Theseus and the other children were woken before dawn the next day and bundled into the 

labyrinth. Even the guards who delivered them were too afraid to stand near to the door for too 

long. Once the heavy iron door swung shut behind them, the children burst into tears. Theseus 
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calmed them down and told them of his plan. He tied the end of the string to the door and told the 

children to stay where they were. 

“If I get lost in the maze,” he told them calmly, “I will use the string to find my way back here. You 

are my heroes now, you must make sure this twine doesn’t break free.” 

The labyrinth was long and twisting, with many dead ends. Each time Theseus got lost, he wound 

back the string until he knew where he was. Ariadne’s brilliant idea saved his life. It had been a 

long time since the minotaur had last been fed, and it wasn’t long before Theseus found himself 

up against the beastly creation. He called upon the strength of the gods and used all of his speed 

and cunning to slay the monster. When he 

returned to the door, Ariadne was waiting. 

Together with the children, they crept out 

of the palace and onto a boat waiting at the 

dock.

On the way home, Theseus and the children 

stopped at the island of Naxos where Ariadne 

disembarked and drifted into the crowds.

SUMMARY FOCUS
1. Why did King Aegeus make a deal with King Minos?

2. Why was the deal such a bad one?

3. How did Ariadne help Theseus?

4. Which happened first: Crete stopped attacking Athens, or Athens sacrificed their children?

5. How did Theseus keep his word to Ariadne?

VIPERS QUESTIONS
R Who built the labyrinth for King Minos?

V Which word or phrase tells you that King Minos used violence to rule his city?

I Why did Ariadne help Theseus?

V What does the word “bundled” tell you about how the guards handled the children?

R Find an example that shows Theseus cared for the children.



STAGE 5Unit focus: Ancient Greek Myths
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Heracles
Heracles fought back his tears and pushed down the anger he was feeling. He knew that he 

deserved his punishment, his crime had been unforgivable. However, he knew that he would never 

have committ ed it if the goddess Hera hadn’t driven him mad for her own entertainment. Now, 

on the order’s of Apollo, he was being forced to serve King Eurystheus for the next twelve years. 

To make matt ers worse, the king had ordered him to complete twelve Labours. Each one seemed 

more impossible than the next.

The only saving grace for Heracles was that the goddess Athena and the god Hermes were 

sympathe� c, and off ered to help him where they could.

 Close to King Eurystheus’s kingdom was the land of Nemea. For many years, a grotesque lion had 

terrorised the area and killed the people of Nemea. Many hunters had tried to kill it, but its skin 

was impenetrable. The lion was invulnerable. Heracles’s fi rst task was to bring King Eurystheus the 

hide of the Nemean lion.

On the way to Nemea, Heracles stopped at the house of a poor man named Molorchus. Together 

they agreed that, if Heracles defeated the lion, they would sacrifi ce it to Zeus together. If he didn’t, 

then Molorchus would sacrifi ce another animal in the name of Heracles and make him a hero 

forever. 

It didn’t take long for Heracles to fi nd the beast, and he soon realised that the rumours of its skin 

were true. No arrow he shot or sword he swung would pierce the surface of the Nemean lion. In 

the end, Heracles was forced to retreat and think of a new plan. How do you kill a monster that 

cannot be cut with a sword?

Heracles knew he would be forced to rely on his superior strength. He tracked the lion into a cave, 

where he trapped it and pinned it to the ground. He grasped the lion in his arms and held it � ghtly 

around the neck. It took all of his strength but, eventually, he choked the lion to death. 

On his way back to King Eurystheus, Heracles and Molorchus sacrifi ced the lion’s body to Zeus, and 

he kept the skin for the king. 
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King Eurystheus was amazed at Heracles’s success. He was so taken aback that he immediately 

began to fear the hero. He forbade him from using the gates to the city. The king was so scared that 

he had a large, bronze jar built and buried halfway in the ground. Whenever Heracles approached, 

he would run and hide from him.

Heracles knew he had achieved something remarkable, and he hoped that this would be enough 

to set him free. But, despite his fear, King Eurystheus was determined to uphold Heracles’s 

punishment. 

From that point on, Heracles grew used to receiving the king’s 

increasingly dangerous demands through his herald. He never did 

see the king again, but he knew that his Labours were only just 

beginning.

RETRIEVAL FOCUS
1. Who told Heracles that he must serve King Eurystheus?

2. How many tasks was Heracles going to have to complete?

3. Why was the lion so hard to kill?

4. Who helped Heracles sacrifice the lion?

5. Why was Hera important to the story?

VIPERS QUESTIONS
S Why was Heracles being punished?

V What does the word “impenetrable” tell you about the lion’s skin?

S What did King Eurystheus do to protect himself from Heracles?

I Why wasn’t Heracles free after the first task?

V Write an antonym for the word “forbade”.



STAGE 6Unit focus: Myths And Legends
Text focus: Narrative (960L)

Robert the Bruce
Over dark moors, a dreadful wind howled at the stars and prodded and poked at a rickety wooden 

door, making promises of snow and ice. Beyond the door and inside the dirty but dry hut that had 

seemingly been cast adri�  on a sea of heather, Robert the Bruce pulled a thick fur blanket ti ghter 

around his shoulders. A small fi re fought back against the elements though Robert was disgruntled 

to see it was more ash than fl ame.

“Curse you, vile weather, and curse you Longshanks. I’ll have my revenge yet!” Robert, the exiled 

king of Scotland, shouted his daily curse to the night sky. He snatched up a scrap of near-mouldy 

bread from a rough earthenware plate and tore off  a chunk. He ate it dry; the cheese been 

devoured many weeks ago and what li� le milk he’d been able to pick up on his travels to the 

forsaken hut had long since turned sour. He picked up a small fl int and carved a line into the so�  

wall: one amongst a thousand other siblings. 

“Four months,” he mu� ered to himself. “Four months and six ba� les since that upstart Edward 

fi rst came north.” He turned over in his bed and stared at the ceiling. The cinders were glowing 

just enough to make out subtle shadows on the walls. When he’d fi rst arrived - hungry and cold 

but sti ll strong - Robert had set about preparing himself for vengeance. He’d sharpened his sword 

and worked his muscles but, eventually, he had grown weak with hunger and cold and then winter 

had set in. Now he spent his evenings lying on his mean wooden cot hurling curses at the mice and 

spiders. Even now, as he lay and watched, a small spider was spinning a web where two beams met 

at an angle.

“They chased me out of Scotland, ya ken?” Robert said. If the spider had any opinion on this, it 

didn’t off er it. “It all went awry at Methven. He had too many men, there was nothing I could do. 

They chased us hard, och aye, but they dinna like it when we fought ‘em in the mountains.” For the 

briefest moment, a tear twinkled in the king’s eye before his brow furrowed and his lips pursed. “I 

had a wife too, Kildrummie, and a brother. He’s dead now, executed. She’s been captured. The took 
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everything, the blasted English, that devil Longshanks.”

Robert threw himself back down in a huff  and tried to get 

to sleep, but the small spider occupied his thoughts. Up 

above, the arachnid was a� empti ng to cast a web from 

one beam to another; each ti me it would throw itself into 

the abyss and fall just short, plummeti ng towards the 

ground before its safety line pulled it to safety. He watched 

capti vated as it tried over and over again: four ti mes, fi ve, 

six. The irony of the spider trying and failing six ti mes (as 

many as Bruce had failed against the English) wasn’t lost on the king, and he sat bolt upright. If the 

spider makes it this ti me, he thought, then I too will try a seventh ti me. If it fails, I will travel to the 

Holy Land and join the Crusades.

Sure enough, the spider leapt again between the beams and, this ti me, it made it. Snatching up his 

sword and armour, Robert the Bruce set out into the bi� er night and led the clans of Scotland to 

victory over the English. He went on to become one of the most loved kings in Sco�  sh history.

INFERENCE
1. How is Robert feeling in the fi rst paragraph? How do you know?

2. What do you think he was doing when he carved a line into the wall?

3. How does Robert feel as he’s telling the spider stories of his ba� les? Explain.

4. Why was the spider occupying his thoughts?

VIPERS QUESTIONS
V What do you think “Ya ken” means?

V What contracti on does “dinna” replace?

E Explain how Robert used the acti viti es of the spider to infl uence his own thoughts.

R How many ti mes did the spider fail?

S What is the moral of the story?



STAGE 6Unit focus: Myths And Legends
Text focus: Narrative  (1140L)

Children of Lir
Many years ago on in the Irish region of County Armagh, there lived a handsome young man 

named Lir and his beauti ful wife, Aobh. For many years they lived in peaceful tranquillity and 

became parents to three sons and a daughter: Aodh, Fionnghuala, Fiachra and Conn. Alas, life and 

stories are never that simple and, when the children were sti ll young, their mother became gravely 

ill and passed away. 

Sadness sti fl ed their home and cast a shadow over their life for a long ti me unti l, whilst carrying out 

errands in the local market, their father bumped into a kindly woman named Aoife. They soon fell 

deeply in love and were married within the year. Villagers for miles around came out to celebrate 

the wedding; Lir was such a generous and welcoming man that they felt he deserved a second 

chance at happiness. 

Lir’s four children embraced Aoife as their mother and welcomed her into their home but, despite 

loving his new wife very dearly, Lir was determined that his love for his children would always 

come fi rst. Over ti me, Aoife grew resentf ul of this aff ecti on and yearned to be the centre of her 

husband’s world. She knew that this would never come to pass whilst his children sti ll lived, yet she 

didn’t have the heart or courage to kill them. Instead, she hatched a cunning plan.

One night, whilst Lir slept peacefully, Aoife woke the children and hurried them out of the house. 

Pretending that they were going to the market to buy their father a present for his birthday, she 

bundled them into a passing cart. They rode ti relessly unti l dawn, and the wicked step-mother only 

stopped the carriage when they were beside a cold, heartless lake. Lake Derravarragh looked bleak 

and leaden in the low morning light; the four children shivered despite the warm, spring air. Aodh 

was the eldest of the children, and he quickly fell to his knees and begged their step-mother to 

return them home: “Our father will worry terribly if we aren’t there when he wakes,” he pleaded 

desperately. 

His words fell on deaf ears, and Aoife mu� ered a series of strange words under her breath. A fl ash 

of light engulfed them all and, when it passed, the four children had been turned into swans. 

Honking hysterically, they fl ed their captor and se� led in the middle of the lake.

all resources ©2019 Literacy Shed 

http://www.literacyshedplus.com



all resources ©2019 Literacy Shed 

http://www.literacyshedplus.com

For the next four hundred years, the children of Lir lived miserably on that bleak lake, unable to 

speak to each other or to find their beloved father. Their grief was profound; not only had they lost 

their mother, but now their father had been cruelly taken away as well. Even worse, they knew just 

how much he would be heartbroken at the loss of his children.

Eventually, Lir’s children realised that they must move on and so they travelled from lake to 

lake, spending the next three hundred years in exile before finally returning home to the village 

where they were born. Though so many years had passed, they were still saddened to learn 

that their father had passed away and their village - once thriving with markets and shops - had 

turned to dust. Upon entering the old 

market square, they happened upon a 

missionary who treated them with great 

kindness and promised to lift their curse. 

When at last their enchantment was 

lifted, they found that they were now 

old and weak. As a last act of kindness, 

the missionary baptised the siblings, and 

they were able to rest in peace.

EXPLAIN
1. Explain how Aoife’s character changes over the story.

2. Explain how Lir’s children felt about Aoife and how you know.

3. What was Aoife’s cunning plan?

VIPERS QUESTIONS
V What does “stifled” mean?

R Where were Lir and Aobh from originally?

I Why did Aoife grow resentful?

V Find three synonyms for “yearn”.

P What do think happened to Lir and Aoife once the children disappeared?
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